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The Interstice of Solemnity and Void: An Exploration of the Calligraphic Value

and Artistic Imagination of Ling Fei Jing

Gao RuoDong 1 Cheng GuangBo2
(! Hong Kong Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences,Hong Kong, China,? Beijing Minyi Intangible Cultural
Heritage Research Institute, Beijing, China)

Abstract:The "Lingfeng Jing" manuscript, widely regarded as a masterpiece of small regular script, holds a prominent
position in the calligraphic pantheon of the Sui and Tang dynasties. It inherits the character structures post-"clerical
transformation” from the Han dynasties, the unrestrained elegance of the literati ethos during the Wei and Jin periods,
and blends the dignified foundation of Chang'an court-style regular script, forming a work of diverse lineage and layered
craftsmanship. It also embodies the profound ritual symbolism and rigorous formal discipline of divine rites, creating a
reflection on the derivation and integration of Taoist ethics through its dynamic interplay of restraint and liberation. Its
calligraphic text contributes implicitly to the evolution of copying styles and the aesthetics of ink art in the post-Five
Dynasties era. The accumulated calligraphic philosophy reveals the profound "human-nature" consciousness of classical
China, exposing the spirit of "inquiry" through the discernment of reality and abstraction, analyzing the tradition of
"nature" within its ornate dreamlike imagery, and delving into the study of inner realms — potentially enriching or
reevaluating its value landscape.

Keywords: Calligraphy Art; Ancient China; Lingfeng Scripture; Humanistic Philosophy
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