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The Dual Normative Connotations of the Phrase "Enacted in Accordance with

the Constitution"

Huang Yaqing
(Kenneth Wang School of Law, Soochow University, Suzhou, Jiangsu, China)

Abstact:Including the phrase “Enacted pursuant to the Constitution” in Article 1 of statutes has become commonplace,

yet its normative connotation remains hotly debated academically. Under the dual-attribute theory of the Constitution as

the fundamental law, this provision has formal and substantive implications. Formally, it confirms the Constitution’s

supreme legal validity, derives legislative power for branch laws and bars any inconsistency with the Constitution.

Substantively, it requires branch laws to concretize constitutional contents. Properly construed, the Constitution provides

branch laws with a validity basis and content framework, while branch laws preserve their independent normative

sources and institutional logic.

Keywords:Constitution and branch laws; enactment pursuant to the Constitution; legislative power
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