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Equity and Academic Innovation-A Survey and Reflection on Multidisciplinary

Evaluation Practices at Henan University
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Abstract ¢ The graduate scholarship and grant system is a core component of the quality assurance framework in

postgraduate education, serving the dual mission of ensuring educational equity, incentivizing academic innovation, and
cultivating high-level innovative talent. Taking Henan University as the research sample, this study systematically
examines the university-level postgraduate scholarship policies and conducts an in-depth comparative analysis of the
award review criteria across 11 representative training units—covering all 12 major disciplines including the School of
Mathematics and Statistics (Natural Science), School of Literature (Literature), School of History and Culture (History),
School of Education (Education), School of Business (Economics/Management), School of Law (Law), School of Fine
Arts (Fine Arts), School of Pharmacy (Pharmacy), School of Flexible Electronics (Engineering), School of Basic
Medicine (Medicine), and School of Cultural Tourism (Humanities and Social Sciences). The study comprehensively
investigates the practical status and operational effectiveness of multi-disciplinary postgraduate scholarship reviews in
comprehensive universities.  Findings reveal that Henan University has established a diversified scholarship system
combining “national funding + institutional matching + social donations,” achieving 100% full coverage of academic
scholarships. While this has significantly met basic educational needs for postgraduates and stimulated research
enthusiasm, persistent issues remain in multi-disciplinary review practices: imbalanced evaluation standards across
disciplines leading to unequal opportunities, the “ research paper-centric”  bias not yet fundamentally reversed,
insufficient consideration of financial hardship factors, lack of process-oriented evaluation, and challenges in quantifying
achievements in arts and humanities fields. These limitations hinder the full realization of educational equity and the
effective unleashing of academic innovation vitality. By integrating the policy adjustments for graduate scholarships in
2024 and domestic university reform experiences, this study proposes optimization strategies such as establishing a
classified and tiered disciplinary evaluation system, strengthening quality-oriented achievement evaluation mechanisms,
refining developmental scholarship models, and improving review supervision and appeal mechanisms. These
recommendations provide practical reference and theoretical support for the reform of graduate scholarship systems in

regional comprehensive universities.
Keywords : Graduate Student Financial Aid System; Educational Equity; Academic Innovation; Multidisciplinary

Evaluation; Local Comprehensive Universities; Henan University
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