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A Brief Discussion on the Application of World History Theory in Historical

Research

Jin Yuhao
(School of History and Culture, Shandong Normal University, Jinan ,Shandong, China)

Abstract: In the history of New York City’s urban growth, the parkway stands as a striking testament to the
long-standing tug-of-war between beauty and utility. What started as an experiment with sunken roads in the 1850s
matured into Brooklyn’s 19th-century linear parks—green corridors that provided a blueprint for orderly suburbanization.
However, the rise of the car transformed the parkway’s DNA; beginning with the Bronx River Parkway, the focus drifted
from the landscape to the commute. By the time Robert Moses took the helm, the system had expanded to an
unprecedented scale, yet it had largely lost its soul. By prioritizing speed over all else and weaponizing infrastructure for
social exclusion, work of Moses represented a total betrayal of Olmsted’s original vision. By the end of World War 11,
under the thumb of a utilitarian engineering ethos, these once-scenic routes were swallowed by the highway system. To
trace this evolution from prosperity to decline is to examine the shifting social values beneath the surface of the city,
providing essential insights for those striving to create livable, landscape-oriented infrastructure in the modern era.

Keywords: Parkways; New York City; Landscape Architecture; Transportation Efficiency
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