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An Investigation into the Crimes of Zhang Chaofa

Miao Hannuo

(Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China)
Abstract: During the First Opium War, the Qing court condemned Zhang Chaofa, commander of Dinghai Garrison, for
“stubbornly rejecting advice to withdraw defenses, thereby causing the loss of troops and the city.” However,
comparative analysis of multiple historical sources—including memorials, local gazetteers, biographical records, and
scholars' diaries—reveals that Zhang proactively commanded defensive operations and led troops to engage the British
forces. He sustained cannon injuries during combat and did not “allow them to land” or retreat in cowardice. Following
the battle, Zhejiang Governor-General Urkunge harshly criticized Zhang in his memorial, which influenced the Qing
court's conviction. This may have stemmed from shifting blame for the defeat and subordinates' attempts to evade
responsibility.
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