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A Study on Project-Based Learning and the Development of Critical Thinking in
High School History Teaching

Jianhao Luo
(School of History and Society, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumqi,Xinjiang, China)

Abstract: Project-based learning takes authentic problems as the starting point and guides students to construct historical
understanding through source analysis, collaborative inquiry and public presentation. From the perspective of historical
core competencies, this paper examines the pedagogical logic of project-based learning in high school history teaching
and proposes practical approaches around problem situations, evidence-based inquiry, collaborative argumentation and
formative assessment. It argues that project-based learning should not be reduced to a simple classroom activity; rather, it
should function as a structured learning process oriented toward historical questioning, evidential reasoning and
reflective judgment. To cultivate students’ critical thinking effectively, teachers need to align project themes with
curriculum standards, strengthen the tension of historical interpretation, design coherent task chains and build assessment
mechanisms that support continuous reflection and improvement.
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