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Exploration of Ancient Tingjiang River Shipping Development and the Cult of

Tianhou in Western Fujian

CHEN Xi, ZOU Yuan-xing
(College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China)

Abstract:The Ting River served not only as a vital waterway connecting western Fujian to the outside world, but also as
a key route through which Mazu worship spread from the coastal regions inland. Continuous dredging and management
of the Ting River channel throughout history significantly enhanced its navigability, gradually establishing a
transportation network centered on north-south water routes that linked western Fujian with the rest of the country. The
development of river transport stimulated economic growth in mountainous areas, strengthened trade connections
between Tingjiang and coastal regions, and triggered transformations in the regional economic structure. At the same
time, this waterway became an important corridor for the upstream dissemination of Mazu worship along the lower
reaches of the Han River, vividly reflecting cultural exchange between coastal and inland areas. The development of
water transport and the spread of religious beliefs in western Fujian not only reflect general patterns of ancient
transportation development in mountainous regions, but also highlight the crucial role of waterways in facilitating goods
movement, promoting commercial prosperity, and advancing cultural diffusion.

Keywords:Tingjiang Water Transportation; External Communication; Western Fujian; Tingzhou Prefecture; Mazu
Belief
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