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The Strategic Stronghold of Maritime Frontier: Location, Auxiliary Military
Installations and Combat Capacity Analysis of Baige Stockade in the Ming and

Qing Dynasties

Zhang Ying
(Research Center for Historical Geography, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong,, China)

Abstract: As a vital naval garrison along the coast of Leizhou Prefecture during the Ming and Qing dynasties, Baige
Stockade was situated on the eastern littoral of the Leizhou Peninsula and served as a pivotal node in the coastal defense
system of western Guangdong, undertaking core strategic missions including resisting Japanese pirates, apprehending
coastal bandits, safeguarding harbour security and conducting joint patrols with neighbouring defence units. Clarifying
its geographical shifts throughout historical evolution is of great significance for analyzing the spatial layout and
functional linkage of its surrounding supporting military facilities, such as artillery emplacements, beacon towers, patrol
inspection offices and affiliated water stockades. This paper further systematically evaluates the combat effectiveness of
Baige Stockade from perspectives of troop deployment, warship scale, logistical support and actual combat records,
explores the underlying causes for its fluctuating combat capability across different reign periods of the Ming and Qing
dynasties as well as its historical repercussions, aiming to provide references for researches on the formation and
evolution of China’s coastal defence system in the Ming and Qing periods.
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