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A New Form of Jijii Poetry: A Study of Gong Cong’s “Reversed Jijii Poetry”

Jin zipei
(School of Humanities and Communication, Zunyi Normal University, Zunyi, China)
Abstract: The creation of jijii (4 f])poetry (poems composed entirely of lines from earlier poets) entered a period of
prosperity during the Qing Dynasty, giving rise to various new forms of quotation. Gong Cong( 3£ ¥4 )’s Collection of
Ancient Poems from the Spring-Retaining Mountain Studio(< B4 & 111 5 2 7 77 £0>) pioneered the “reversed jijii (&
] )poetry,” which integrates the technique of jijii( £ /7] )with the palindrome. In this form, one line of a couplet quotes
from an original poem in normal order, while the other line quotes in reverse order. Under the dual compositional
constraints of the palindrome and jijii( % 4]), Gong Cong skillfully resolved a series of technical challenges—including
the legibility of reversed text, tonal patterns, rhyme schemes, and parallelism—thereby “weaving” disparate lines from
earlier poets into a new poem that reads fluently and naturally, as if written by a single hand. The reversed jijii( £ 1))

Keywords: Gongcong; jijii poetry; palindrome; Collection of Ancient Poems from the Spring-Retaining Mountain Studio
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