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Emotional Compensation Mechanism and Identity Construction Logic of Virtual

Communities: A Study Based on the Context of China’s Social Transformation

Lixinrui
(Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui, China)
Abstract:As China’s social transformation accelerates, the phenomenon of the “Modernity-Induced Loneliness
Syndrome” has become increasingly prominent. The loss of offline social capital and the gap in emotional needs drive
individuals to turn to virtual communities for compensation. This study focuses on the emotional compensation
mechanisms and identity construction logic of virtual communities in the Chinese context. By integrating the localization
of Western theories with case analysis, it reveals the operational patterns of virtual communities.

Keywords:virtual communities; emotional compensation; social identity; differential mode of association
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