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The Identity Dilemma of the “Egyptians” : Identity Changes and Social

\

Prejudices under Roman Rule
GaoYuehan
(School of History and Culture, Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong, China)

Abstract: For a long time, scholars discussing Egyptians under Roman rule have tended to broadly categorize t
hem as the indigenous Egyptian inhabitants of the local nomes. This oversimplification obscures the multifacete
d nature of the “Egyptian” identity. By analyzing the evolution of the legal status of “Egyptians” in Roma
n Egypt and considering the intersecting differences of descent, culture, and social hierarchy, this paper examin
es how the “Egyptian” identity fluctuated across different social strata and explores the social factors behind
such differences. It aims to challenge monolithic definitions of the “Egyptian” identity, reveal its plurality and
fluidity, and underscore how historical context and social prejudices have profoundly shaped identity formation.

Keywords: Roman Empire; Roman Egypt; Identity; Egyptians
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