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Represented Practice: The Publicity Dilemma and Generative Mechanisms of

Contemporary Public Art

XieXun
(Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, ChongQing, China; *TongJi University, ShangHai, China)

Abstract:This paper takes the “representationalization of practice” as a theoretical point of departure to reflect on how
publicity in contemporary public art has increasingly become symbolized, spectacularized, and institutionalized. It argues
that public art, originally conceived as an artistic practice embedded in real social space, has gradually been transformed
within contemporary mechanisms of cultural production into a representational object that is communicable, exhibitable,
and consumable. Its “publicity” no longer lies in the genuine generation of social relations through artistic intervention,
but is increasingly constituted as a symbolic structure jointly produced by academic discourse, curatorial mechanisms,
media dissemination, and spatial governance. Drawing on Western Marxist theories of praxis, spectacle, the production
of space, and cultural hegemony, the paper analyzes the internal mechanisms through which public art shifts from real
social intervention to the production of representation. Furthermore, it argues that under the logic of neoliberal urban
governance and cultural capital, public art has gradually become a form of “participation to be viewed.” Finally, the
paper seeks to reconsider the generative possibilities of “practice” in public art in response to the contemporary crisis of
publicity.

Keywords:Public Art; Representationalization; Spectacle Mechanism; Production of Space; Discursive Discipline;

Publicity
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