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Interpretative Construction of the Multi-Subject Structure of On-site Inspection

Authority in the Ecological and Environmental Code

WANG Yi
(Soochow University, Suzhou, China)

Abstract:The *Ecosystem Protection and Ecological Environment Code of the People's Republic of China* introduces
groundbreaking provisions on the subject of on-site inspection authority through Articles 51 and 53. This article, based
on these two provisions, deconstructs the ambiguous legal concept of "departments responsible for ecological and
environmental protection supervision and management" in Article 51 into an open set composed of a "core subject" (the
primary ecological and environmental authority) and "cooperative subjects" (other departments with relevant
responsibilities). Secondly, it thoroughly analyzes the nature of the authorization granted by Article 53 to dispatched
agencies of municipal-level ecological and environmental departments, clarifying that it constitutes a special legal
authorization rather than administrative entrustment, and positions these agencies as "extension subjects" for law
enforcement coordination. Finally, the article constructs and systematically argues a three-in-one interpretive framework
for the subject of on-site inspection authority — "core-cooperative-extension." This study aims to provide a clear
interpretive pathway for the unified and standardized identification of on-site inspection authority subjects following the
implementation of the code.

Keywords:environmental on-site inspection system; ecological environment code; subject of inspection power; vertical

management reform
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