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Structural Constraints on Latin America's Autonomous Development:

a Postcolonial Perspective

Zhao Jiawen
(School of Political Science and International Relations, Tongji University, Shanghai, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of postcolonial theory, this paper analyzes how colonial legacies continue to influence
the political, economic, and cultural structures of Latin America, aiming to explore the factors that limit the autonomous
development of Latin American countries in the era of globalization, as well as the self-reinforcing process of these
multiple constraints. First, the article reviews the concept, emergence, and development of postcolonial theory, providing
theoretical support for the subsequent study. The second part examines the three major manifestations of colonial
legacies in Latin America, demonstrating both the applicability and the particularity of the theory in the region. The third
part discusses how the three colonial legacies in the political, economic, and cultural spheres are reproduced in the region
through the "politics — economy — culture — politics" cycle, and how they continue to hinder the process of Latin
America's independent development.

Keywords: postcolonialism; Latin America; colonial legacies
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