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A Study on the Military-Civilian Synergy of Coastal Defense and Maritime Trade
in Southern Zhangzhou during the Ming Dynasty: Centered on the Mechanism
of "Protecting Commerce with Arms" between Zhenhai Guard and Yuegang
Port
Wang Qiongping, Guo Mengdie, Xu Yue, Liang Jie
(Shanghai Normal University Tianhua College, Shanghai, China)

Abstract: The sea ban policy of the Ming Dynasty is crucial for understanding ancient Chinese maritime development.
In the early Ming Dynasty, the government strictly controlled maritime traffic. However, the people in southern Fujian's
Zhangzhou area had relied on the sea for generations, leading to conflicts between government bans and people's
livelihood needs. This resulted in increasingly rampant smuggling trade in Yuegang Port, causing social instability along
the coast during the Jiajing period. In the first year of Longqing, the sea ban was relaxed, and Fujian Governor Tu Zemin
petitioned the court to allow merchants from Yuegang to trade overseas. Due to safety hazards in maritime trade, Zhenhai
Guard, a coastal fortress in Zhangzhou, actively intervened in trade management. Breaking barriers between military,
civil, and fiscal departments, it formed a military-civilian collaborative management mode based on armed force to
maintain normal maritime trade. This paper analyzes the background of the collapse of the Ming Dynasty's sea ban
policy and coastal management chaos, studies the emergence, development, and shortcomings of "protecting commerce

with arms," and draws its historical role and implications for today's society.
Keywords: Ming Dynasty Sea Ban; Longqing Opening; Zhenhai Guard; Yuegang Port; Protecting Commerce with Arms;
Military-Civilian Synergy
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