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Regional Cultural Empowerment: Research on the Translation and Application
of Cold-Region Intangible Cultural Heritage Elements

in Modern Design Education

Shuning Li
(School of Arts, Heilongjiang University, Heilongjiang, Harbin , China)

Abstract: Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) serves as an important cultural resource and innovation vehicle in modern
design education. Relying on their unique regional environments, cold-region ICH elements have formed distinctive
resources such as ice and snow carving, fish-skin craftsmanship, birch-bark art, and Northeast Chinese paper-cutting,
which possess significant cultural value and design potential. This paper focuses on the translation and application of
cold-region ICH elements in modern design education. Employing methods such as literature review, case study, and
practical validation, it analyzes the cultural characteristics and educational value of cold-region ICH. A
three-dimensional translation pathway—semiotic translation, functional translation, and contextual translation—is
constructed, leading to an integrated teaching framework of "resource extraction, curriculum construction, teaching
implementation, and outcome transformation." The findings indicate that integrating cold-region ICH into design
education significantly enhances students' cultural identity, innovative thinking, and practical abilities, thereby providing
theoretical support and a practical paradigm for empowering university design education with regional culture and
promoting the living transmission of ICH.

Keywords: Cold-region Intangible Cultural Heritage; Regional Culture; Modern Design Education; Cultural Translation;

Curriculum Innovation
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