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A Comparative Study of the Differences in Nature Conceptions between Tao
Yuanming and William Wordsworth from the Perspectives of “On Drinking

Wine, No.5” and “Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey”

Lu Jiaxin
(Liaocheng University, Liaocheng, Shandong, China)

Abstract:This paper compares the views of nature in Tao Yuanming’s “Drinking Wine, No. 5” and Wordsworth’s
“Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey” examining their similarities and differences. Tao, living amid the
turmoil of the Eastern Jin dynasty, achieves spiritual transcendence through a “mind far away from the mundane.” In the
intuitive experience of “plucking chrysanthemums beneath the eastern fence,” he reaches a state of self-oblivion and
unity with things, embodying a “harmony between nature and man” that essentially signifies a return to the ontological
principle that “nature is the Way” (Li). Wordsworth, living through the pains of the Industrial Revolution, regards nature
as a “nurse” endowed with divinity, seeking spiritual redemption through a dialogic relationship between subject and
object. His view reflects a pantheistic conception of “nature as divine.” These two views of nature are rooted in the
Eastern philosophical tradition of “harmony between nature and man” and the Western tradition of “separation between
nature and man.” The former emphasizes inner harmony, while the latter stresses external edification. In an era of
ecological crisis, the two perspectives offer complementary intellectual resources: one for constructing ecological holism,
and the other for advancing environmental aesthetic education.
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