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From "Witch" to "Immortal": The Evolution of the Image of the Queen Mother

of the West and the Construction of the Taoist Pantheon

Du Yushuang
(Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan ,China)
Abstract: The Queen Mother of the West is a unique deity in the history of Chinese religion, spanning three stages:
witchcraft, mythology, and Taoism. She evolved from a half-human, half-beast "Witch Lord" in the *Classic of
Mountains and Seas*, who controlled calamities, to a goddess worshipped by the Han Dynasty people as the deity in
charge of immortality and elixirs, and finally was absorbed into Taoism as the head of female immortals, completing a
fundamental transformation from "witch" to "immortal." This transformation was not a natural evolution of her image,
but rather the result of Taoism's selection, modification, and systematic integration of previous cultural resources in the
process of constructing its own pantheon. This paper examines the three-stage evolution of the image of the Queen
Mother of the West, revealing how Taoism reshaped a local deity with primitive witchcraft characteristics into an
institutionalized religious deity with a clear divine status and lineage, conforming to its doctrinal system. This further

demonstrates the logic of Taoism's inheritance and creative transformation of traditional culture as a new religion.

Keywords: Taoism; Queen Mother of the West; pantheon of immortals; religious construction
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