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The Role of the Five Senses in Aesthetic Experience and Their Transformation

Taking Santayana’ s *Aesthetics* as a Starting Point

Hu Wei
(Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China)

Abstract:The traditional Western aesthetic view holds that only sight and hearing constitute “ aesthetic senses, ”
implying that only the eyes and ears are  “aesthetic organs.” However, this paper does not endorse this view; rather, it
aims to reveal the theoretical limitations of this perspective and offer contemporary reflections by examining the
interplay between the senses and aesthetics in the history of Chinese and Western aesthetics. Regarding Chinese
aesthetics, this paper cites the theoretical doctrines and key perspectives of Laozi, Mencius, Xunzi, and the Huainanzi to
demonstrate that Chinese aesthetics exhibits a characteristic of giving equal weight to multiple senses; In Western
aesthetics, the paper traces the development of typical views held by key figures from the Pythagorean school to Hegel,
concluding that a hierarchical view of the visual and auditory senses has persisted throughout this period. It then
examines modern and contemporary schools such as phenomenology and pragmatist aesthetics to identify a tendency in
the West to reconstruct aesthetic experience through bodily perception. Based on this, this paper reveals the generative
mechanisms underlying the intrinsic causes of the sensory series in both Chinese and Western aesthetics, and proposes a
contemporary shift toward establishing a multisensory aesthetic paradigm. It strives to achieve an ecological balance in
aesthetic experience in the digital age and provides a theoretical reference for the shift toward a sensory ethics.

Keywords:Sensory aesthetics; multisensory experience; artistic aesthetics; Santayana; the turn to aesthetics
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