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Traditional ""Breaking'" and "Establishing': A Discussion of the Contemporary

Adaptation of Taoist Rituals in the Film The Last Dance

Zhouyijin

(Sichuan University, Chengdu,Sichuan, China)
Abstract:The 2024 Hong Kong film The Last Dance achieved remarkable box office success through its profound
portrayal and innovative interpretation of the Taoist funeral ritual known as “Breaking Hell.” Beyond its commercial
triumph, the film sparked widespread public reflection on the contemporary relevance of traditional ceremonies. This
article examines the film as a case study to explore the modern transformation of Taoist ritual significance in
contemporary society. As a cultural phenomenon, The Last Dance vividly illustrates the process of "breaking" and
‘establishing’ that the Taoist "Breaking Hell" ritual undergoes in contemporary Hong Kong society. The vitality of
traditional culture lies precisely in this creative transformation of old forms and the reaffirmation of its core spirit.
Through metaphorical shifts in perceptions of life and death and the expansion of ritual functions, the film successfully
transforms the traditional "Breaking Hell" ritual from a simple ceremony for the repose of the deceased into a means of
spiritual redemption for the living. This transformation reflects Hong Kong culture's adaptive wisdom within the tension
between tradition and modernity, while also offering a model for the contemporary transmission of traditional Taoist
rituals.

Keywords:Breaking Hell Ritual; Taoist Ceremony; Cultural Heritage; Funeral Culture; Hong Kong Cinema
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