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Between Linghu and Xiahe: A Study of Sun Zaifeng,
a Civil Official in the Early Qing Dynasty

Liu Jinsuiyue
(Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: After a century of accumulation, research on figures of the Qing Dynasty has become increasingly
comprehensive. However, Sun Zaifeng, Vice Minister of Rites during the Kangxi reign, has long been overlooked in
academic circles, with insufficient attention paid to his life experience, family background, and official career through
the imperial examination. Entering officialdom via the imperial examination, Sun Zaifeng became a close minister of
Emperor Kangxi, holding key posts such as Bachelor Attendant-Reader, Vice Minister of Works, and Vice Minister of
Rites. He witnessed numerous political events in the early Kangxi reign. Later, due to his involvement in the governance
of the Xiahe Project, he was embroiled in the "Mingsuo Factional Struggle" and was eventually dismissed from office in
the river conservancy case. A systematic investigation of this neglected early Qing civil official not only helps restore his
historical role but also provides a vivid footnote to the study of the political ecology of the Kangxi reign by taking his
academic and official career as an entry point.

Keywords: Sun Zaifeng; the Xiahe Dispute; Kangxi reign; imperial examination system; figure study
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