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The Interplay between Pluralism and Locality: The Contemporary Dimensional
Extension of Subject Matters in Watercolor Painting in Hunan and Hubei

Ma Shijie!
!College of Fine Arts, Hunan Normal University, Hunan, Changsha 410012, China
Abstract: Historically, watercolor painting in Hunan and Hubei has developed distinct regional characteristics while
progressively incorporating contemporary modes of expression—most notably in the treatment of traditional subject
matters. Focusing on the region's mid-youth watercolor artists, this article examines three thematic categories: still life,
landscape, and figure painting. Through formal and contextual analysis, the author argues that these conventional

subjects have been reimagined, evolving into "super-still life," "scene," and "humanistic expression." Rooted in regional

experience yet oriented inward, these transformations embody the interplay between pluralism and locality.

Keywords: Watercolor Painting in Hunan and Hubei; Subject Matter; Contemporary
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