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Mimicry, Appropriation, and Subversion: Maternal Resistance in Little Fires

Everywhere Through Homi Bhabha’s Theory

Zhang Yingfan!
School of English, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing, 400031, China

Abstract: Based on Homi Bhabha's postcolonial theory of hybridity, this study examines the resistance practices of two
ethnic minority single mothers—Bebe and Mia—in Celeste Ng's novel Little Fires Everywhere. By integrating the
gender-motherhood dimension, it summarizes their resistance paradigm of mimicry-appropriation-resistance and
deconstructing binary oppositions-establishing third space, thereby constructing a strategic spectrum of resistance for
ethnic minority single mothers. The analysis fully demonstrates the evolution of their resistance logic under the dual
oppression of race and motherhood, aiming to argue that ethnic minority single mothers can transform motherhood into a

strategic resource to counter structural oppression, affirm their cultural identity.

Keywords: post-colonism; Little Fires Everywhere; women of ethnic minorities; resistance paradigm; maternal

resistance
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