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Judicial Narrative in Things Fall Apart: Chinua Achebe’s Dual Critique of
Colonial Law and Igbo Customary Law

Lu Bingzheng!, Lan Ting?

(! School of English Studies, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongging, China, > School of English Studies,
Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing, China)

Abstract: This paper focuses on the judicial narrative in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart. Taking the collision
between Igbo customary law and British colonial law as its core, it analyzes the fierce confrontation between the
worldviews of these two civilizations from the three dimensions of religious law, property law, and education law. The
study finds that colonial law, whose essence lies in violence and plunder, has undermined the communal and sacred
foundations of Igbo customary law; meanwhile, the inherent rigidity and violent flaws of Igbo customary law have made
it difficult to resist the impact of colonial modernity. From a stance of dual critique, Achebe not only exposes the
oppressive nature of colonial law but also does not evade the inherent flaws of indigenous law, ultimately revealing the
core proposition: for tradition to survive and thrive amid cultural collision, it must be premised on critical
reflection—abandoning both its own irrationalities and the oppression of colonial law, and seeking a balance between the
core of traditional values and the rational elements of modernity.

Keywords: Things Fall Apart; Chinua Achebe; Judicial Narrative; Customary Law; Colonial Law; Dual Critique
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