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The Construction of Cultural Identity in A Tale for the Time Beings

Jingwen Wang!
!Northeastern University, Liaoning, Shenyang 110004, China

Abstract: From the perspective of immigrant literature, this paper explores the construction of cross-cultural identity in
Ruth Ozeki’s A Tale for the Time Beings. Interweaving Naoko’s diary written in a hybrid form of English and Japanese
with Ruth’s reading and pursuit, the novel reveals how linguistic hybridity marks one’s identity position, and how
traumatic experiences and anxiety of belonging are manifested in the other-oriented relationships within family and
school contexts. Meanwhile, the drifting narrative structure of the diary propels the characters to restructure their
self-identity through understanding and re-narration. The paper points out that the work portrays identity as a process of
constant negotiation, providing a textual reference for understanding the predicament of cross-cultural coexistence and

self-reconstruction in the context of globalization.
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