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The Construction and Evolution of the Chinese National Community from

the Perspective of Ming Dynasty's '"Great Unification"

Cui Huaqing
(Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou, Guangdong)

Abstract:The Ming Dynasty, as a key dynasty that inherited the Yuan Dynasty and initiated the Qing Dynasty, has a
milestone significance in the history of the development of the Chinese national community. It takes "great unity" as its
core, inherits the legacy of the Yuan Dynasty's "unification of China and the barbarians”, and constructs a diversified
integrated pattern of "territorial unity, cultural homogeneity, and economic symbiosis" through diversified practices of
territorial governance, cultural integration, and economic connectivity. In practice, the Ming Dynasty relocated its capital
to Beijing, established border defense stations, and strengthened territorial integration by promoting the reform of the
Tugui River; Promote the innovation and popularization of Confucianism, integrate Confucianism, Buddhism, and
Taoism, and deepen cultural integration through the integration of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism; Building an
economic symbiotic network based on tea horse trade, tribute system, and a unified national market, promoting
exchanges and integration among various ethnic groups, and nurturing the embryonic form of the Chinese national
community. This governance practice not only consolidated the unity of multi-ethnic countries and laid a solid
foundation for the multi-ethnic pattern of the Qing Dynasty, but also responded more strongly to erroneous arguments
such as the "New Qing History" and "Inner Asian Historical View". Its experience has provided profound historical
insights and theoretical support for forging a sense of community among the Chinese nation, improving border
governance, strengthening cultural identity, and promoting common prosperity among all ethnic groups in the new era.

Keywords:the Ming dynasty; Unification; Chinese National Community; Diverse integration; Cultural integration;
Border governance
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