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Development Dilemmas and Breakthrough Pathways of Traditional Chinese Medicine Trade Between

China and ASEAN: A Trade Facilitation Perspective

Ma Siyu * Ma Cunjun!, Li Wanyao!, Yao Yuran!, Song Kejuan'!, Zhang Yajie’
('Harbin Finance University, Harbin, Heilongjiang, china; > Pujiang College, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, china)

Abstract: Against the dual backdrop of the "dual circulation" new development paradigm and the entry into force of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), the potential for Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) trade cooperation between China and ASEAN has been
continuously unleashed. In 2020, China's TCM exports to ASEAN reached 1.1355 billion US dollars, and as early as 2018, ASEAN accounted for 54%
of China's TCM exports to countries along the "Belt and Road" Initiative, emerging as a core market for TCM internationalization. However, the
inadequate level of trade facilitation has become a critical bottleneck hindering the deepening of bilateral cooperation. Based on the core dimensions of
trade facilitation—including customs and border management, basic support and logistics transportation, finance and e-commerce, and government
administration and regulatory frameworks—this study systematically analyzes the current dilemmas in TCM trade development, such as inefficient
customs clearance, inadequate logistics support, disconnected standards, and cultural cognitive barriers, by integrating the practical realities of
China-ASEAN TCM trade. Furthermore, targeted breakthrough pathways are proposed to provide theoretical and practical references for promoting the

high-quality development of China-ASEAN TCM trade and deepening regional economic and trade cooperation.
Keywords: Trade Facilitation; China-ASEAN; Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) Trade; Development Dilemmas; Breakthrough Pathways
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