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Research on the Instructional Transformation of Chinese-Style Games as a

“Catalyst” for Cultural Expression

Jia Li
(!Foreign Languages Department Taiyuan Normal University, Shanxi, Jinzhong, China)

Abstract: In response to the pedagogical imperative of "telling China's stories well in English," traditional approaches to
teaching culture within English language education often fall short in fostering students' deep engagement and proactive
expression. This study explores how Chinese-style video games, exemplified by Black Myth: Wukong, offer a novel
pathway to address this challenge. Leveraging their comprehensive narratives, multi-sensory integration, and strong
interactivity, such games construct a unique immersive learning environment. This environment effectively facilitates the
transformation of students from passive cultural "recipients" into active "narrators." This paper analyzes the intrinsic
mechanisms through which games drive this change: narratives provide frameworks for understanding, audiovisual and
operational experiences bring cultural knowledge to life, and interactive elements stimulate the desire for expression.
Furthermore, the study examines the key processes and challenges involved in translating these affordances into
instructional practice, arguing for the potential and value of Chinese-style games as an innovative pedagogical medium.
Keywords: New Curriculum & New Textbooks Reform; telling Chinese stories well in English; Chinese-style games;
cultural teaching; cross-cultural expression
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