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A study on the symbolic construction, historical evolution, and contemporary

design translation of Spring Festival graphic symbols

Zhengxu Nian! Xinxin Wu ! Xu Sun ! Handi Jia !
(! Heilongjiang University, Heilongjiang, Harbin, China)

Abstract: As the core carrier of the symbolic system of traditional Chinese culture, the Spring Festival graphic symbols
embody the time consciousness, primitive beliefs, and ethical concepts of the Chinese nation. This paper takes Saussure’s
theory of “signifier-signified” as the core framework and combines it with the logic of memory symbols in emotive
design to systematically analyze the symbolic generation mechanism, historical evolution trajectory, and contemporary
translation path of the Spring Festival graphic symbols. The study found that the symbolicization process of the Spring
Festival graphic symbols follows a complete logical chain of “cultural connotation extraction — signifier system
construction — signified meaning anchoring — structural mode connection.” Its historical evolution has gone through four
stages: germination, development, maturity, and transformation. Contemporary translation needs to balance the
awakening of sensory and behavioral memories. By analyzing the Spring Festival graphic symbols (such as Qin Qiong
and Jingde door gods, fish-patterned papercuts, and “Fu”-shaped decorations) in traditional cultural carriers like folk
woodblock paintings, papercuts, and embroidery, the paper reveals the core values of symbolization and historical
evolution in the inheritance of traditional culture, providing theoretical support and practical reference for the modern
design application of traditional graphic symbols.

Keywords: Spring Festival graphic symbols; symbolism; historical evolution; signifier and signified; visual
communication design; translation pathways.
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