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Reconsidering the 'Family Responsibility in Kharostht Contract Documents

Li Yujun', Wei Yihan?
(! Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi, ° Henan University of Animal Husbandry and Economy, Henan, Zhengzhou)

Abstract:In his 2009 article The Special Status of Turfan, Doug Hitch advocates for the theory of 'Kushan rule over
the Tarim Basin." A central chapter employs a comparative analysis of multilingual contracts, arguing that
documents from the Tarim Basin—with the notable exception of Turfan—exhibit a distinct homogeneity. Hitch
encapsulates these shared characteristics as the 'Four Elements,' a framework within which the 'family’ unit plays a
specific functional role, a feature conspicuously absent in Turfan contracts.Upon critical review, however, this
author finds Hitch’s conceptualization of 'family responsibility' to be overly reductive. Consequently, this paper
seeks to reassess the 'family elements' within Kharosthi contracts, offering a more objective and nuanced
interpretation thereof.

Keywords:Kharostht; Contract Documents; Comparative Study
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