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Daily Theft Prevention Mechanisms in Grassroots Society of the Yuan Dynasty

Zhou Lixin

(Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong Province)

Abstract: As a unified multi-ethnic dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty prioritized "prevention first" in its daily theft prevention
mechanisms, establishing a dual macro-micro prevention and control system. Based on historical sources such as the
Yuan Dianzhang, Zhengzhi Tiaoge, literary collections of the Yuan Dynasty, and foreign travel records, this article
systematically examines two core mechanisms for daily theft prevention in the Yuan Dynasty: first, the patrol system
centered on patrol archers, covering urban and rural areas as well as land and water routes, which formed a dynamic
prevention network through strategic deployment, day and night rotations, cross-regional cooperation, and grassroots
participation; second, the inspection and surveillance mechanisms targeting specific locations, groups, and mobile
populations, utilizing the intelligence network of "hanglao," verification of household registration and travel permits, and
household registration-based management of vessels to achieve precise control. Research indicates that the theft
prevention mechanisms of the Yuan Dynasty exhibited characteristics of differentiated governance and official-civilian
collaboration, reflecting both the pragmatism and flexibility of grassroots governance in a multi-ethnic state, as well as
exposing the imbalance in control between core regions and remote areas under the vast territory of the dynasty.

Keywords: Yuan Dynasty; theft prevention mechanisms; patrol system
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