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A Discussion of the Yang Ye Case during the Chenghua Reign

Liu Guangxin
(Affiliation,Jinan University, Guangzhou, China)

Abstract: In the thirteenth year of the Chenghua reign, Emperor Xianzong of the Ming Dynasty established the Western
Depot, appointing Wang Zhi to oversee it. Yang Ye, the great-grandson of the late Junior Preceptor Yang Rong, and his
father, Yang Tai, had long tyrannized their hometown, even causing deaths. For over a decade, they enjoyed protection
from local officials. In the thirteenth year of the Chenghua reign, Feng Jun, the Surveillance Vice Commissioner of
Fujian, impeached them, which enraged Emperor Xianzong. In an attempt to rescue the Yang family, Yang Ye fled to the
capital and bribed both internal and external officials. Upon learning of this, Wang Zhi arrested those involved, used
harsh interrogations, and ultimately led to the deaths of Yang Ye and his father, with their family properties confiscated.
The Yang Ye case intertwined local power, bureaucratic protection, and eunuch authority, reflecting the political
struggles and social conflicts during the Chenghua reign. It provides a crucial perspective for understanding eunuch
dominance and the role of imperial power in the Ming Dynasty.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty; eunuch; Wang Zhi; Western Depot; Yang Ye
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