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The Implication of Community Thought in Hexagram Tongren of
Changes and Its Contemporary Enlightenment
Based on the analysis of Lai Zhide’s detailed commentary of the hexagram
TongRen

Hui-Jiong Ding
(School of Management, Wuzhou University, Wuzhou , Guangxi, China,543000)

Abstract: The hexagram TongRen in the Book of Changes systematically embodies the philosophical wisdom of ancient
community-building. The hexagram image "Heaven and fire form the Tongren hexagram" reveals a model of
constructing communities through harmonious unity by structuring its five yang and one yin lines, with its core
proposition "Coexists with others in the wilderness" advocating for open communities transcending clan boundaries. The
complete sequence of the six line texts vividly illustrates the dynamic process from initial construction to conflict
resolution and eventual stabilization. The principle of "Distinguish the types and situations of things" (differentiation of
clans and identification of objects) demonstrates dialectical thinking that seeks unity amidst differences, providing
theoretical support for the wisdom of "harmony in diversity" in community coexistence. This ideological system engages
in dialogue with modern concepts of a shared future for humanity through the ideal of "The Great Harmony of the
World" offering Eastern wisdom that transcends the Western "Contractual community" model for global governance. It
explores how Zhouyi philosophy inspires modern social organization theories and innovations in global governance
paradigms.

Keywords: Hexagram Tongren ; Community thought; Theoretical framework;Contemporary Enlightenment
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