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The Necessity, Normative Construction and Path Selection of the

Constitutionalization of Environmental Rights

Tianlang Yang!, Kunpeng Pan'
'Nanjing Tech University, Jiangsu, Nanjing 211816, China

Abstract: As the core right carrier for the construction of ecological civilization, the confirmation of the constitutional
status of environmental rights is an inevitable requirement for governing the country in accordance with the Constitution
and modernizing ecological governance in the new era. At present, the environmental protection clauses in China’s
Constitution tend to be national goal-oriented, lack normative expressions with the attribute of fundamental rights, and
thus trigger a series of governance dilemmas. With the quality and integrity of the ecological environment itself as its
core object, environmental rights are essentially different from the right to subsistence and the right to health, and have
independent normative value. In light of China’s constitutional practice, the constitutionalization of environmental rights
should involve adding explicit clauses in the chapter on citizens’ fundamental rights, establishing a complete protection

system, and providing fundamental legal support for ecological and environmental governance.
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