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The Healthcare System for Fishery Workers in the Caspian-Volga River Basin,

Late 19th—Early 20th Century: A Discussion

Jiale Gong!
! Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Jiangsu, Suzhou 215011, China

Abstract:From the late 19th to the early 20th century, despite the existence of officially approved sanitary regulations in
Russia, fishery workers in practice had no access to professional medical services. The responsibility for this was shifted
to private fishery capitalists. The ineffectiveness of sanitary supervision stemmed from factors such as insufficient
medical personnel allocation, the vast expanse of sanitary districts combined with a lack of transportation infrastructure
which hindered sanitary inspections by physicians, and bureaucratic coordination obstacles among the Fisheries and
Hunting Administration, local administrative bodies, and fishery capitalists. Furthermore, the unique geographical
environment and natural climate conditions of Astrakhan Province, exacerbated by defects in the healthcare system, led
to the large-scale spread of various epidemics. Due to the absence of a state-funded free medical care system and
professional medical personnel, the infectious disease prevention and control mechanisms were virtually non-existent,
ultimately resulting in persistently high mortality rates among fishery workers. Therefore, the establishment of a
healthcare system for fishery workers aligned with the social needs of Russia at the time. This paper primarily discusses

the formation of the healthcare system for fishery workers in the Caspian-Volga River Basin during this period.

Keywords: Russian Empire; Caspian Sea; medical services; sanitary facilities; fishery workers
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