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From Kundera to David Lodge: Different Perspectives on the Theory of

Polyphony

Yan Jingwen!
ISchool of Literature and Journalism, Ocean University of China, Shandong, Qingdao 266000, China

Abstract: Kundera and David Lodge, as highly regarded novelists and critics, jointly demonstrated a keen interest in
Bach Jin's theory of polyphonic novels. Both have engaged in a profound dialogue and interaction with Bakhtin's
polyphonic novel theory through their unique theoretical reference frameworks and personal creative practices, under the
same internal texture. Kundera cleverly integrated criticism and creation through his personal musical creation technique,
thus achieving innovative interpretation and expansion of Bakhtin's polyphonic novel theory; David Lodge, on the other
hand, focuses on "dialogic" and delves into the close relationship between creation and criticism. In the context of a
significant gap between literary criticism and cultural creation, Kundera and David Lodge enriched the academic
connotation of polyphonic novel theory and explored the fundamental spirit of novels through the dual practice of
criticism and creation, using Bakhtin's polyphonic theory as the theoretical fulcrum.
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