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A study on the Text Genres of the Patient-as-the-Subject constructions “V qilai”

Binnan GU!
" Toyo University, Tokyo 1128606, Japan

Abstract: Previous studies on Chinese attribute-descriptive passive constructions have concentrated mainly on the
marked type formed with the passive marker bei (#), while the unmarked type—passive-like sentences without an overt
passive marker—has received comparatively far less attention. To provide a more comprehensive account of this
phenomenon, it is necessary to delineate which constructions can be included under the category of unmarked
attribute-descriptive passives, and to clarify how the two types of attribute-descriptive passive differ in their semantic and
pragmatic properties. We first identify the patient-as-the-subject construction “V qilai” as a subtype of the unmarked
attribute-descriptive passive. Using the BLCU (Beijing Language and Culture University) Chinese Corpus (BCC), we
collect and quantify the usage of this construction and examine the text genres in which it occurs. Finally, we compare

the distributional patterns of the two types and explore the reasons underlying their differences.

Keywords: Chinese attribute-descriptive passive construction; patient-as-the-subject construction “V qilai”; text genres
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