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On Intellectuals’ Debates over the Guiding Principles of Frontier
Education(1941 — 1948)

Shan Liyang
(Sichuan Vocational College of Finance and Economics, Chengdu, China)

Abstract: Between 1941 and 1948, with the rise of “frontier governance studies” (bianzheng xue), intellectuals in the
Republic of China engaged in extensive debates over the guiding principles of frontier education. Most contemporaries
agreed that frontier education should be grounded in the national educational objectives of the Republic of China, while
acknowledging its distinctive circumstances and advocating ethnic integration on the premise of respecting minority
cultures. At its core, this vision sought to enhance the cultural standards and national identity of frontier populations
through education, thereby forging a mobilizable force for national defense and advancing the construction of a modern
state. However, this unifying orientation often carried strong Han-centric overtones, leading to assimilationist tendencies
toward minority cultures. Some scholars reflected on the need to seek unity within diversity, aiming to build a “pluralistic
yet unified” national identity. This intellectual exchange reveals the deep tension between diversity and unity in the

process of nation-state building in the Republican era.

Keywords:the Guiding Principles of Frontier Education; War of Resistance and Nation-Building; the Chinese nation
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