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The cross-cultural evolution of China’s concept of time

Ding Xiaoqian!

ICollege of Foreign Studies, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210000, China

Abstract: Driven by globalization and technological progress, the concept of time, as an important component of culture
and social structure, is undergoing profound changes. From a cross-cultural perspective, this article explores the process
of the transformation of China’ s time concepts from traditional to modern and then to post-modern through literature
analysis and comparative research. It also analyzes the cultural and social motivations behind it as well as related
phenomena. The article first reviews the development process of China’s time concepts. Then, it deeply analyzes the
social impacts brought about by the changes in the concept of time. Finally, it proposes solutions to alleviate related
problems. The research findings show that the transformation of the concept of time not only reflects the acceleration of
China’ s social and economic development but also profoundly embodies the cross-cultural influence brought about by
factors such as wars, revolutions, and technology. At the same time, it has a shaping effect on China’ s time concepts.
This article aims to provide a new perspective for understanding the evolution of the concept of time in modern society

and offer theoretical support for addressing social challenges brought about by globalization and technological progress.

Keywords: China’s concept of time; cross-culture; traditional concept of time; modern concept of time; post-modern

concept of time
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