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The Construction of Self in the Digital Realm: Spatiotemporal Liquidity and
the Philosophy of Education

Hou Ruichen

(College of Education, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, China)

Abstract: The unique spatiotemporal nature of virtual worlds fundamentally challenges traditional theories of
ego-identity grounded in real-life experiences. Employing an educational philosophy framework, this paper offers a
systematic critique of "Naive Fictionalism"—the perspective that dismisses virtual identities as mere fiction. Drawing on
the philosophical work of Descartes, Hume, and Clark & Chalmers, it is contended that the self in digital environments is
characterized by temporal fluidity and spatial extension, resulting in inherent ambiguity. This spatiotemporal ambiguity
creates novel developmental conditions for individuals, impacting their moral emotions, self-perception, and social
interactions. Consequently, education must move beyond the rigid virtual/reality dichotomy and foster students' ability to

integrate multiple identities within a hybrid reality, ultimately cultivating a dynamically resilient sense of self.

Keywords: Virtual Worlds; Ego-Identity; Spatiotemporal Ambiguity; Philosophy of Education; Extended Self
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