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A Study of Jiaxing Dialect Vocabulary in the Republican era in China Literary

and Artistic Works
Si Qilin', Deng Yan!, Sun Jingyi!
(1.Jiaxing University, Jiaxing Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: This study selects the literary works of Jiaxing-born writers from the Republican era in China as the primary
corpus. Using a combination of documentary collection and questionnaire surveys—integrating both quantitative and
qualitative approaches —we treat Jiaxing dialect vocabulary of the Republican period as the linguistic variable under
investigation. The survey examines the distribution of linguistic variants across different age groups. Results indicate that,
compared with contemporary Jiaxing dialect, several characteristic lexical items have either disappeared or been
assimilated into Standard Mandarin, while a considerable portion remains prevalent in everyday spoken language.
Moreover, by analyzing respondents’ attitudes toward the Jiaxing dialect, the study explores the factors driving lexical
variation. These findings provide empirical material for the historical study of Jiaxing dialect vocabulary, and offer

references for the preservation and transmission of dialect resources as well as for the formulation of language policies.
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