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A Comparative Study of the Legal Framework for Patriotic Education in China,

Japan, and South Korea
ZHANG Weigiong', ZHU Guowen'
! Yeungnam University, Daegu, South Korea

Abstract: Against the backdrop of globalization and counter-globalization, national identity faces multidimensional
challenges. The three countries in East Asia—China, Japan, and South Korea—have established legal frameworks to
regulate patriotic education and uphold cultural sovereignty and respond to external shocks. This study analyzes the
institutional logic and practical characteristics of the patriotic education legal system in the Three Kingdoms period from
a comparative legal perspective. Research findings show that China has built a hierarchical legal framework centered on
the Patriotic Education Law, reinforcing overall national security and human community consciousness; Japan forms a
dynamic "constitutional constraints-political practice" game through implicit infiltration; South Korea emphasizes
anti-colonial memory and cultural subjectivity. The constitutional foundations of the Three Kingdoms period differ
significantly: China emphasizes multi-ethnic unity and historical continuity, Japan is constrained by pacifism and
educational neutrality, while South Korea blends Confucian traditions with democratic ideals. At the core legal level,
China employs a specialized legislative model, while Japan and South Korea rely on decentralized legislation for implicit
infiltration. In the accompanying regulations and policies, China emphasizes principled provisions while lacking
systematic quantitative standards and structured implementation details, resulting in stronger operational coherence and
consistency between Japan and South Korea. Research reveals challenges such as historical responsibility balance,
globalization responses, and generational identity transformation. China needs to draw on Japan and South Korea's local
differentiation practices and implicit education to build a "traditional core-present representation” system, seeking

dynamic balance between ideological integration and openness.

Keywords: patriotism; patriotism education; Japanese and Korean Patriotic Education; ideological and political

education; moral education; national identity
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