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Revitalization from the ruins: a reappraisal of Frederick William III's role in the
founding of the University of Berlin

Tian Yejing
(South-Central Minzu University, Hubei, Wuhan)

Abstract: To explore the essence of things, one must trace their historical roots. Understanding Friedrich Wilhelm III
and the University of Berlin requires delving into the history behind them. The historical period of Friedrich Wilhelm III
dates back to the establishment of the Prussian Empire. This era provided both internal impetus and external pressure for
Wilhelm III’s founding of the University of Berlin. The glorious achievements of earlier kings failed to sustain the
lasting brilliance of the Prussian Empire, leading to its decline by the reign of the fourth king. Faced with internal and
external challenges, Wilhelm III vigorously promoted the development of education, leading to the establishment of the
University of Berlin. This paper follows two narrative threads: one traces the rise and fall of the Prussian Empire to
contextualize the historical circumstances under which Wilhelm III acted; the other examines the founding process,

educational philosophy, and model of the University of Berlin to understand why it became a beacon of hope in its time.

Keywords: Friedrich Wilhelm III; Prussian Empire; Humboldtian Model of Higher Education; University of Berlin
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