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The Institutional Logic of the Integration of Care and Education in Finnish

Childcare Services and Its Educational Implications
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Abstract: China's childcare service system has not yet formed a unified management network and suffers from a
separation between "care" and "education." Exploring the institutional logic behind the integration of care and education
in Finland's childcare services can provide valuable lessons for the future development of China's childcare system.
Drawing on institutional logics theory, this study systematically analyzes the core demands and interactive mechanisms
of five institutional logics: the state logic, professional logic, medical logic, community logic, and family logic. The
findings reveal that the integration of care and education in Finland is achieved through the synergistic coordination of
these five institutional logics via shared goals, shared rules, and shared actions. In light of the current state of China's
childcare services, China should establish the dominant role of the educational framework, develop an integrated care
and education curriculum, strengthen the mediating function of professional logic, and activate the participation of

diverse actors.
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