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A Study on the Investigation and Guidance Strategies of Small Group

Phenomena among Upper-Grade Primary School Students

Wanjun Lin
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Abstract: Cliquishness refers to the informal groups that are spontaneously formed among students during their joint
learning and living processes, sharing common interests, values, or emotional bonds. In the middle and upper grades of
primary school, the phenomenon of cliques is widespread and has significant impacts on students' socialization
development and class management. This study employed a self-designed questionnaire to conduct statistical analysis on
1009 students from grades three to six in a primary school in Zhuhai City, exploring the causes, types, scales, and
influences of cliques. Combined with interview data, educational guidance strategies were proposed. The research results
indicated that the main causes of cliques were "similar interests" and "similar personalities", and there was a significant
positive correlation between students' academic performance and the learning atmosphere within cliques (r = 0.307, p <
0.01), while there was a significant negative correlation between students' grades and their enthusiasm for participating in
class activities (r = -0.137, p < 0.01). The study suggests that cliques have both positive and negative effects, and
teachers should promote their positive functions through positive guidance to enhance class cohesion and students' social
adaptability.
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