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Abstract:In the evolution of Chinese liquor culture, low-alcohol huangjiu (yellow wine) had long been the mainstream,
and its decline has occurred only over the past century. Liquor transformed from a medium for communicating with
deities in the pre-Qin period into a vessel for individual emotions, then into a commodity for mass consumption, and
eventually in modern times into a multifunctional instrument bolstered by cultural capital. Contemporary society ’ s
ambivalence toward high-alcohol liquor essentially reflects an intuitive response to this  “non-natural selection.” To
reconstruct a healthy liquor culture, we may draw wisdom from the “spirit of moderation”  of the pre-Qin period, the

“authenticity” of the Wei and Jin dynasties, and the “elegance” of the Tang and Song dynasties.
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