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Abstract: As China accelerates the construction of a unified national market, the relationship between higher education
and the social market is undergoing profound changes. The traditional higher education system emphasizes academic
independence and public welfare, but driven by market-oriented reforms, higher education is gradually shifting from a
closed ivory tower to an open social center. Based on policy analysis and literature research, this paper discusses the
relationship between higher education and the social market, and how higher education adapts to the logic of the social
market and balances public welfare and efficiency. The study finds that while promoting the optimal allocation of higher
education resources, market-oriented reform also brings challenges such as utilitarianization and regional imbalance.
Future reforms should be guided by the government to build a classified governance system to promote the positive

interaction between higher education and the market.
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