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A Study on the Changes in Illustrations of People's Education Press Primary
School Mathematics Textbooks
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Abstract: This article systematically reviews the functional evolution, research status, and existing problems of
illustrations in primary school mathematics textbooks published by People's Education Press through literature review
and content analysis. Research has found that the function of textbook illustrations has undergone a profound
transformation from being a knowledge illustration tool during the "dual foundation" period, to being a creator of life
oriented learning situations during the "new curriculum reform" period, and then to being a comprehensive carrier of
moral education and nurturing during the "core literacy" period. Current research mainly focuses on the functional
classification, teaching application, and aesthetic style of illustrations, and mainly starts from the perspectives of
textbook writing and teacher teaching, lacking empirical investigation of students' cognitive processes and usage effects.
The theoretical depth and empirical basis of research methods are also insufficient. In the future, we should strengthen
research from the perspective of student subjectivity, deepen the integration of illustration and learning mechanisms
based on cognitive theory, promote cross version and cross-cultural comparisons, and explore digital illustration forms to
advance the development of illustrations in mathematics textbooks and better serve the cultivation of students'

mathematical core literacy.
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