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Abstract: With the popularization of higher education and the rapid development of Internet communication, the
phenomenon of academic depreciation has become one of the topics of great concern in the public opinion field. The
public generally feels that the competitive advantage of highly educated groups in the job market has declined, which has
triggered widespread anxiety and discussion. Based on the relevant comment data of Weibo and Douyin platforms, this
study explores the core focus and social psychology of public opinion under the topic of "depreciation of academic
qualifications". The study finds that the public discussion on the depreciation of academic qualifications focuses on the
two main lines of "cause-impact", the cause dimension includes employment pressure, college enrollment expansion, and
supply and demand imbalance, and the impact dimension covers four manifestations: personal anxiety, education
investment, economic burden, and academic degree inversion. The public generally believes that the depreciation of
academic qualifications is the result of the structural expansion of higher education and the uneven distribution of social
resources, reflecting the disconnect between education and the labor market. In order to cope with public concerns and
educational dilemmas, this study proposes to start from five aspects: education quality assurance, integration of industry
and education, employment guidance, economic burden alleviation and public perception guidance, in order to achieve a

rebalance between academic value and social development.
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