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Knowledge Production and Educational Translation in ICH: An Arts-Based

Cross-Disciplinary Art Education Study of the Heshan Lion Head
Jian Beiyin',
! The Afliliated Middle School of Heshan No.1 High School, Heshan, Guangdong, China

Abstract: This paper uses the Heshan lion head as a case to examine how cross-disciplinary art learning can be
organised and how evidence of learning can be generated through classroom practice. Adopting an arts-based research
approach, the study treats student artworks, documented classroom processes, and exhibition feedback as primary
sources of evidence, focusing on how traditional cultural content is selected, articulated, and tested in pedagogical
settings. The intervention was implemented primarily with Grade 7 students and followed a progressive sequence. It
began with visual-textual tasks to build shared understanding: through art briefs, postcards, and mandala-style colouring,
students engaged the topic through contextual narration, communicative expression, and affective connection, producing
shareable artefacts. The work then shifted to three-dimensional clay modelling to develop procedural understanding;
through iterative decisions about volume, proportion, layering, and detail, students translated paper-based feature
recognition into materialised and assessable structural reasoning. Finally, lion-dance experience and a public exhibition
were incorporated, where embodied coordination and interpretive interaction during presentation supported meaning
negotiation and reflective consolidation. The findings suggest that the Heshan lion head gradually emerged in the

classroom as three teachable forms of knowledge: narrative knowledge grounded in local context, expressive knowledge
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oriented to an external audience, and craft knowledge dependent on material and structural judgement. These forms of

knowledge left traceable evidence across tasks and media and were further refined through exhibition feedback. The

paper proposes a transferable pathway for cross-disciplinary art learning with intangible cultural heritage, offering

reference points for goal setting, process documentation, and the assessment of student work in ICH-oriented curricula.

Keywords: Intangible cultural heritage education; Heshan lion head; Cross-disciplinary art education; Arts-based

research; Curriculum translation
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